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[ Abstract] Objective To investigate the preference and willingness to pay of breast cancer patients for postoperative
follow-up care and to provide reference for optimizing the strategy of postoperative follow-up for breast cancer patients.
Methods The questionnaire was designed with the method of discrete choice experiment,and 232 cases of breast canc-
er from five level-3 grade-A hospitals in Guangdong province were selected with the method of convenient sampling.
A mixed logitmodel was constructed to estimate breast cancer patients’ preferences.Results The attributes that had
significant effects on the preferences of breast cancer patients were:follow-up personnel, follow-up method, frequency
of follow-up,out-of-pocket expenses,and consultation contents. The most effective combination program was breast
specialist (or breast nursing specialist) ,face-to-face follow-up, providing social psychological guidance,follow-up every
three months,out-of-pocket cost of 100 yuan per visit, The patients with different age,education level,and working sta-
tus had different weights to attribute level (all P<C0.05).Conclusions The follow-up personnel is the most valued at-
tribute level of breast cancer patients.Specialist is the most preferred provider followed by nursing specialist.It is sug-
gested that the role of nursing specialist in follow-up should be improved and the specialty construction of community
medical service should be strengthened.It is also suggested to develop individualized postoperative follow-up care programs
based on the preferences of breast cancer patients.

[ Key words] breast cancer;follow-up;preference;heterogeneity;discrete choice experiment
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