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[ Abstract] Objective To develop a questionnaire for assessing the ethical decision-making ability of clinical nurses and to
test its reliability and validity, providing a measurement tool for the ethical decision-making assessment of clinical nurses.
Methods Based on the “four-component” Model of morality,an item pool was constructed through literature review,semi-
structured interviews,and research group discussions.After 3 rounds of Delphi expert consultation and a pre-survey,an initial
questionnaire was formed. The convenience sampling method was used to select 290 clinical nurses from 5 hospitals in Xi’an for
the survey to test the reliability and validity of the questionnaire.Results Four common factors were extracted via exploratory
factor analysis,namely ethical perception,ethical judgment,ethical intention and ethical behavior,with a total of 28 items,and
the cumulative variance contribution rate reached 69.852%.The content validity index of the questionnaire at the item level
ranged from 0.876 to 1.000,and the overall level index was 0.979. The Cronbach’s a coefficient of each dimension of the ques-
tionnaire ranged from 0.896 to 0.947,and the Cronbach’s a coefficient of the questionnaire was 0.942. The test-retest reliability
of each dimension ranged from 0.836 to 0.927,and the test-retest reliability of the questionnaire was 0.919.Conclusions The
questionnaire for assessing the ethical decision-making ability of clinical nurses has good reliability and validity and can be used
to assess the ethical decision-making ability of clinical nurses.
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