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[ Abstract] Objective To explore the ethical challenges and coping experience encountered by nursing researchers
when conducting nursing research involving cancer patients.Methods 22 researchers specializing in oncology nursing
were selected by purposive sampling to participate in semi-structured in-depth interviews. Thematic analysis was used
to analyze the data.Results 3 themes were extracted: ethical challenges (conflict between family members acting as
“gatekeepers” and patient autonomy/ informed consent; contradiction between hiding sensitive information and the obli-
gation to inform;conflict between privacy concerns and ethical norms;impaired fairness due to recruitment dependen-
cy) scoping experience (pre-communication to gain family support;optimizing wording to avoid sensitive topics; com-
prehensive planning to improve ethical protocols;flexible implementation to meet individual needs) ; coping strategies
(strengthening knowledge of oncology nursing ethics;enhancing communication skills on sensitive topics;improving lo-
calized ethical guidelines).Conclusions Nursing researchers face multiple ethical challenges when conducting research
involving cancer patients. There is an urgent need to enhance their coping strategies and improve China’s ethical stand-
ards and norms to increase their applicability and operability of research practice in oncology nursing.
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